Curriculum Coordinating Committee

Meeting Minutes
SAC:CCC

Date: 9/24/08
Members Present: Bernie Leverett, Becky Brungardt, Terry Phoenix, Deanna Myers, Ellen Marlin, Gwen Simmons,  Tammy Thomas, Mary Meyers, Connie Myers, Risa Leonard Stevens
Secretary: Kay Williams

Members not attending: Andy Short, Sally Bruce, Cesar Pena, Rex Bruce
Minutes of previous meeting read? Dispensed 

The meeting was called to order by Coordinator Risa Leonard Stevens.  It was the consensus of the CCC members to dispense with the reading of the minutes from the last meeting. 
Connie Myers, Elementary principal updated the CCC on information that the elementary school will be using to reinforce spelling at all elementary levels. 

She discussed the research and said that she had asked the Language Arts sac to highlight the topic in their coming meetings.  

Mary Meyers gave a brief update about the Learning Center, stating that numbers were down, due to the fact that students who are under 18 can no longer be enrolled.  She also highlighted that Southwind Virtual School is in progress through SWPRSC.

Membership applications were read and approved for:  Brooke Bultena, elementary/ Language Arts, Linda Hoffman, high school/ Math, Mayra Torres, high school/ Language Arts (Spanish teacher) and Katie Short, elementary/ Math.  Risa reported that the content sacs had expressed a desire to be part of a “Reading/Literacy” sac.  Risa asked for opinions and ideas on how to best use our meeting times to meet the needs of all teachers on the topic of Literacy in the classroom.  A long discussion ensued.  All the members were in support of the idea.  It was stated that our district is ready to go beyond the alignment of curriculum.  Fortunately, all sacs are moving into the realm of aligning their teaching strategies to make sure they are meeting the requirements of the district School Improvement Plan and the interventions agreed upon.  The sac recommended that Risa discuss new options with Mr. Bruce, Mrs. Myers and Mr. Pena on gathering teams of teachers (by level) to be sure that what we are teaching is sequential and meeting the needs of students.  This would extend our opportunities for collaboration.  These “extended” meetings would give teachers an avenue to support each other in teaching literacy skills across the curriculum. The Language Arts Sac would direct the extended groups and the topics of literacy they would explore.

Updated info on each sac led to a commendation of the new materials that Mr. Leverett has received in his science classes.  The smart board is an exciting tool to bring so much information to life for students!  The Science Sac will continue to research materials for this adoption year.  Risa informed all teachers that the elementary classrooms would look at updating Foss information, a Hand’s On Approach to Science.  Mary Meyers shared her enthusiasm for the new materials that are and will be available!  
Risa reported that all content teachers now have the online teacher checklist for their area of concentration.  She has also shared math and reading focus lessons with the remainder of the sacs.  The Business/Tech sac sent a survey to all teachers requesting information on what they would like in the way of in-service.  They hope to incorporate some of these new advances into their regular meetings to give teachers an opportunity to put new skills to work.   
Meeting adjourned 4:30 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Risa Leonard Stevens

